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ORIGIN NEA-09 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 EA-06 lO-IO ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 

PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 PRS-OI 
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025395 

P I60019ZAPR75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 

INFO AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

AMEMBASSY DACCA 

AMEMBASSY KABUL 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USLO PEKING 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 086460 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IN, SK 

SUBJECT: SIKKIM 

REE: NEW DELHI 5049 (NOTAL) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 086460 

1. SUMMARY: WE HAVE COMPLETED REVIEW OF SIKKIM SITUATION 
AND HAVE DECIDED TO CONTINUE OUR BASIC HANDS-OEF POLICY. 
END SUMMARY. 
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2. FYI: WE BELIEVE ESSENTIAL NO COMMENT APPROACH WE HAVE 
EOLLOWED SINCE SIKKIM TROUBLE STARTED LAST YEAR HAS BEEN 
CORRECT AND INTEND TO CONTINUE THIS APPROACH. WE SEE NO 
GAIN IN GETTING INTO A NAME-CALLING EXERCISE WITH THE 
INDIANS NOR ANY WAY IN WHICH WE CAN PLAY USEEUL ROLE VIS A 
VIS SIKKIMESE. ALTHOUGH USG CRITICISM OE INDIA OR OUR 
SUPPORT FOR A SIKKIMESE REQUEST TO HAVE THE UNITED NATIONS 
LOOK INTO THE PROBLEM MIGHT BE WELCOMED IN NEPAL, PAKISTAN, 
OR CHINA, THIS WOULD NOT BE PRODUCTIVE APPROACH. THE ONLY 
RESULT WOULD BE TO CREATE NEW AND SERIOUS BILATERAL PROB- 
LEMS WITH INDIA, AND IT WOULD RUN THE RISK OF CREATING 
HEIGHTENED TENSION IN THE HIMALAYAS. END EYE 

3. HENCE, WE PROPOSE TO LIMIT PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIKKIM 

SITUATION TO EOLLOWING: AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED, 
SIKKIM IS NOT A PROBLEM IN WHICH THE U.S. IS INVOLVED. 

INDIA AND SIKKIM HAVE HAD A LONG AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP 
AND WE BELIEVE THE QUESTION OE SIKKIM'S STATUS IS SOME- 
THING THEY SHOULD WORK OUT. 

4. EMBASSIES MAY DRAW ON PARA3 IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST 
GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS BUT SHOULD NOT RAISE SIKKIM ISSUE 
THEMSELVES. 

5. FOR KATHMANDU: SHOULD THE QUESTION ARISE, YOU MAY 
ASSURE GON OFEICIALS THAT WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT NEPAL'S 
INDEPENDENCE AND DEVELOPMENT. WE REGARD NEPAL'S 
SITUATION,AS A UN MEMBER AND INDEPENDENT SOVEREIGN STATE 
WITH WHICH WE HAVE VERY GOOD RELATIONS, AS DIEEERENT EROM 
THAT OE SIKKIM. KISSINGER 

CONEIDENTIAL 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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